
Providing Public Comment 
 

The Aberdeen School Board has received messages concerning public comment during board meetings 
and shares the statement below about how to submit public comment at this time. 

 

On March 24, 2020, Governor Inslee issued Proclamation 2028 on public meetings and public records 
suspending the language of OPMA (the Open Public Meetings Act) that requires school boards to have a 
physical space for a meeting. It requires that meetings be held remotely. This remains in effect, and was 
recently extended to June 17, 2020. Proclamation 2028 also suspends the ability for the board to take 
action unless the topic is “necessary and routine” or “necessary and in response to COVID-19”; all other 
actions must be postponed. Lastly, guidance states boards may consider recommending public comment 
via email. 

 

We received WSSDA Guidance that states, “Public comments do not need to be read out loud and can 
be posted on the website but it should be announced where the comments will be posted.” 

 

Currently—per protocols for virtual board meetings—we ask for written public comment to arrive to our 
district email account schoolboard@asd5.org by 3:30 pm the afternoon of our board meeting. There 
were recent public comment submissions that were not received in time, and thus not recognized. 
Please know that our ASD email has an austere SPAM filter, and several messages were found inside 
(the board can attest that many emails submitted from outside ASD accounts regularly appear inside our 
SPAM folders). These emails were later forwarded to the board. 

 

According to WSSDA, several other Western Washington school boards are using similar procedures as 
regards public comments, including: Centralia, Olympia, Central Kitsap, Tumwater, North Thurston, 
Mukilteo, and Evergreen. 

 

We will continue to look for strategies that allow the public to share comments regarding the actions of 
the board and the district.   

https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/proclamations/20-28%20-%20COVID-19%20Open%20Govt%20Laws%20Waivers%20%28tmp%29.pdf
https://www.wssda.org/events/covid-19-networking-calls/update-on-open-public-meetings/
https://www.wssda.org/events/covid-19-networking-calls/covid-19-strategies-from-the-field/
mailto:schoolboard@asd5.org
https://www.wssda.org/events/covid-19-networking-calls/covid-19-strategies-from-the-field/

